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DECLAR'ATTO 
OF 


VICE-ADMIRAL FOHN LAWSON, 


Commander in Chief of the Fleet in the Narrow-Seas, by 
Authority of PARLUIA MEN T 


With the Commanders of the ſeveral Ships now with him in the Downs, in order to the 
Removal of the Interruption that is put upon the Parliament, the 13th of October laſt. 


Hereas on the ninth inſtant there was a Letter, from the Lord Fleetwood, came on board the Ship 


James, directed to the Vice-Admiral, in which he deſired, that he, and thoſe concerned, might 
dive the freedom of their thoughts, touching a Government for the Commonwealth: In anſwer 
do the which was returned by the Vice-Admiral, and all the Commanders preſent, That being 
#811 burthened in ſpirit, at the ſence of the unhappy Breaches and Diſtractions amongſt the good 
people in the Nation; It wu their humble apprehenſion, that the hopefulleſt wayes and meanes 
do male up the Breaches and Diviſions , was a happy compoſure betwixt the Parliament and 
= Army, and that the Parliament _ return to their Truſts, which when the Lord pleaſe to 
rant, they could heartily joyn with any in petitioning , That all words ſpoken, or things done 
a f by any perſon whatſoever, concerned in the difference betwixt the Parliament and Army, ſince 
ne the 13th, of October, 1659. might be for ever obliterated. | 
Now, foraſmuch as the ſame burthen lyes upon our ſpirits ſtill, in the apprehenſion of the. 
ad conſequences that are like to enſue; for that we do not hear of any compoſure,but that the 
ES} Breach growes wider, thereby eminently threatning the loſſe and utter ruine of the Cauſe and 
Intereſt of Crum 1 8 T and His people, which for ſo many years hath been ſo conteſted for, 
and coſt much Blood and Treaſure, both by Sea and Land; We apprehending ſtill that there's no other viſible meanes under Heaven, to 
heal the Breaches, and ſecure the Nation from the common Enemy, Do declare, that through the Lord's aſſiſtance, we ſhall in all Chriſtian 
love and meanes, endeavour the begetting a right underſtanding bet wixt the Pirliament and Army, and a happy compoſure (if it may be) 


without Blood · ſhed: But if there be yet an endeavour by Force to hinder the Parliament, that was Interrupted the 1 zth. of Odtober, 
( 1659. ) from returning to the exerciſe and diſcharge of their Truſt, who have been ſo often declared the Supream Authority of theſe 
— — e we = — 228 on poor h 1 and all that is dear to us, uſe our whole Intereſt for the re- 
movi orce, and reſtore them to their Freedom and Priviledges. | 
| And we do further declare, ( as in the preſence of the Lord) chat we lave no aim nor ends to advance particular Intereſts , but the 
Intereſt of Cuz 13 1. and the Good and Weal of all rh, Pcople of God in Weir Rights Civil and Religious, and of our poor ſuffering 
Nations in general; And do utterly diſclaim the Intereſt and all his Adberents,.or the Interck of any Single N 
whuſoercr, or Houſe of Lak TN 228 = =—_ find the Ja dere and Aſfiſtaace of all the truly godly and vpright-" 
hearted in che Land; for whoſe ſakes, next to the Cauſe of Cyr 13 r ing our witneſſe ) we have engaged. | | 
/ And we therefore invite all our Brethren of gen, Army, Navie, aad Militia of the City ot London — . ry, and all that 
' profeſ love to GoD Se —_— J 9 _ = ou » 50 3 wa ** pe ** performance of the 2 
whereunto we are perſwaded the Lor , , cy and us have cauſe to latent the Non- Improvement ot 
the germs that God hath put into our hands, once more to aſſert the Pciviledzes of Parliament, and Liberty of he wood People 
of this Nation. ; | 
And that it may appear to all people, that we have no rancor or malice againſt the perſons of any, or thirſt acter blond, We do re- 
ſolve, when the Lo x D ſhall pleaſe to reſtore the Parliament to the exerciſe of their Truſt, humbly to petition Them, according to 


- the Heads following: Vir. ü 


I. That Indempnity and Oblivion may be granted to every perſon and perſons that have acted in the late unhappy Differences be- 
twixc the Parliament and Army ſiuce the thirteenth of October, 165 9. that ſhall not further perſiſt in Obſtructing their Return to 
their Truſt. 3 

11. That the Intereſt of Cn A1 58 T may be advanced in Juſtice and U prightneſſe; that the Government of the Nations may be 
ſetled upon theſe Foundations, and that all Laws not agreeable to the Word of God, may be repealed; and all Laws that ſhall be en- 
ated, may be conſonant to the V Vord of God. . 

III. That all the People of God may be preſerved in their Liberty, to worſhip God as the Lord Js $u s ſhall lead them 
out, ſo that they make not uſe of this to the prejudice of others: And that Superſtit ion, and Idolatry , and Profaneneſſe be nor: 
countenanced. | | | 

Iv. That care be taken for the Maintenance and Encouragement of pious and learned godly Miniſters within the Nation, otherwayes 
than by che way of Tytbes. 3 

V. That all poſſible Encouragement may be given to Navigations, and the much decayed Trade of the Nation; and to that end, as 
ſoon z. poli, * great Impoſitions (as Exciſe and other new Impoſts) may be taken off, and ſome other way found for defray ing 
the Charge of the Nation. . | 

VI. That no man be impreſſed or forced t.ſerve in any Military Imployment either by Land or Sea, otherwayes than in the defence 


; of bis Country ; and that the Seamen might bupaid every ten or twelve moneths at the furtheſt, to them or their certain Atturney. 


VII. That a comfortable Proviſion may be made for any man that ſerves at Sea, that ſhall be maimed or diſmembred, and to the 
vvidow and Orphans of ſuch as ſhall be ſlain, . wuͤch may be out of the Cheſt and _ money, which is the price of their Bloud. 

VIII. That ſome way and means may be founlour, for the Employment of the Poor of the Nation, that are able; and ſuch as are 

impotent and lame may have a Maintence for their mbfiſtance, : 


Signed ox board the Iu u x 8 in the Downs, the 13th of December, 1659. 
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